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Nelson Mandela: “It always seems impossible until it's done.”
“No matter what your SPM result is, your willingness to learn matters the most.” This is what our alumni from Diploma in Architecture, alumni from SMK Tung
Hua, Sibu, Wong Siew Weng would like to share with all of us. Our students’ successes and changes will always be our pride. Are you interested in
Architecture? Let’s look at Siew Weng’s sharing and know what to expect if you take up Architecture programme at KLT.
Why did you choose to study Diploma in Architecture at KLT? Did you think of going to other
places to further your study?
Honestly, I did not think of furthering my study as my result was not encouraging during my
secondary school. I might end up taking vocational courses after SPM. However, I scored 5
credits in my SPM, which was totally out of my expectation. It lightened up my future, and I
thought I should give myself a try. I was perplexed so I went to consult my secondary school’s
counsellor on what should I do next after secondary school. Based on my result, he
recommended KLT to me and immediately I already had an idea on what to study. I love making
designs and my ‘Seni’ was the best subject in my SPM. According to the recommendation from
him, I ended up choosing Diploma in Architecture at KLT. However, this programme was not
what I had expected at the very beginning. When I first came into contact with principles of
architecture, it was totally strange to me. I thought I was being cheated (laugh).
When you found that Architecture was not what you’d expected, what made you choose to continue your study at KLT?
After one semester of study, my result was outstanding. It was encouraging as compared to my secondary school’s results. I excelled in design. We did learn theory subjects,
but I also scored well in those subjects. With all those reasons, I thought I might be talented in this field. That’s why I chose to continue with Diploma in Architecture.
Do you regret by continuing your study at KLT?
No! I gained not only the knowledge, but also life experiences. Previously, I seldom interact with people until I came to KLT and I participate and join a lot of activities in
which I did not join any activities during my secondary school and that’s why I felt reluctant to join in the first place. Thanks to my lecturers and seniors who always
encourage me and take care of me. Definitely, I have learnt a lot from joining those activities and I have learnt how to interact with others.
Which part of studying do you enjoy the most?
I like doing projects. I can design and build model buildings. For real, it is fun in which I will say it is just like a game. You need to make your design 2D, 3D, and 4D at the end.
We learn to design both the exterior and interior parts of a building. Besides, even though the subject ‘Building by laws’ may sound very troublesome at first, but when you
learn and comprehend it, it would not be too hard to comprehend and also be applied in daily life. That’s why I use it to figure out the distance between buildings when I go
out, and see whether or not the measurement abides to the law (laugh) as part of how I learn to apply the knowledge outside of classroom.
Which part of studying do you think will be the most challenging part?
Perhaps, the time when I am running out of idea for a design. There are two possibilities, the first one is that your design is aesthetical but it is not reasonable. Lecturers
will point out where your problems are. When you are doing your design, there will be many aspects that you need to take into consideration. Another possibility will be
your design to be very reasonable, but it does not look attractive. It is very discouraging when you are stuck in either of these situations.
What will you do to overcome these?
I will research for designs online as at the same time I refer to Architects’ designs. Also, I will go outdoor to observe the designs around my surroundings. I used to design a
bungalow house as a part of my project during my diploma study. At that time, I went to observe numerous designs of bungalows in Sibu. In my opinion, real life examples
enhance my understanding on the theoretical knowledge in which I am able to apply them to my design. Besides, lecturers will give us guidelines. They will comment on
our designs and give us some ideas on how to solve our problems. For example, when we design too much windows, they will suggest us to modify the design to reduce heat
without having so much windows. If you are facing any problems or struggle in your design, you need to take the initiative to consult with the lecturers. They will try their
best to assist and guide you on your design.
How are the lessons at KLT?
With a moderate result in SPM, it is very challenging for me at the beginning. There are many architecture’s terms in diploma studies. Besides, we have to learn some
advance mathematics which are also challenging for an art stream student like me. However, I am able to cope with all these. Lecturers are all very approachable. They will
patiently impart knowledge to us. For better understanding on our studies, they will use examples from our surroundings for explanation.
Can you share with us some activities if he or she takes up architecture programme at KLT?
For my batch, we went to Taiwan for an educational trip. We learned other country’s culture which was way different from Malaysia. Also, it was a great learning
experience as we had the opportunity to visit some famous and historic buildings in Taiwan. Of all the trips, my personal best and the most profound memory for me was
the Mukah camp that I went to in my first year. It was the first camp in my life. We were like a big family in the camp. The seniors would share with us their experiences, and
also the ways on how they got through all the challenges.
What are your biggest changes throughout these 3 years of studies?
I improved my English in which SPM, my English result is only a pass. Misunderstanding and miscommunication
always happened when I interact with the non-Chinese classmates. At that point I realized that English is important.
However, my classmates influenced me in a good way. Even though I may pronounce words wrongly, they always
patiently listen to what I am trying to convey. They always communicate with me in English. I have learnt and
improved my English language, for instance, the pronunciation when I interact more with them. Gradually, I can see
my improvement through the presentations and even my lecturers notice my improvement.
Do your diploma studies at KLT bring benefits to your degree studies? Why do you say so?
It definitely helps a lot! It builds up my foundation in architecture field and I have already mastered on how to use the
design software, for instance, AutoCAD, SketchUp and etc. All the knowledge and skills that I have obtained in my
diploma helped me to generate my design ideas quickly whereby I am able to consult with lecturers in the earlier
phase. Also, I am able to do a good presentation with the presentation skills that I have acquired in my diploma.
Besides, as a diploma graduate, I can do credit transfer in which it allows me to enter year two study for my degree.
For those who are planning to take Architecture programme, what advice will you give them?
You need to make sure that you are interested in Architecture. And I would like to share with them that no matter what
your SPM result is, your willingness to learn matters the most.

More details: www.klt.edu.my | 084-311 888 |016-380 9818

